
AIR WEAPONS: 
A brief guide to safety

This leaflet is a guide to using and storing your air weapon safely and responsibly.  It 
outlines the law on air weapons and explains what you can do to be a responsible 
air weapon user. Before you use your air weapon, you should read this leaflet and 
familiarise yourself with its contents. In this leaflet, references to ‘air weapons’ are to 
“lethal barrelled” air weapons as defined in the legislation (see “Types of air weapon” 
on reverse).

Safe handling 
In the wrong hands, an air weapon can 
cause serious injury or even kill. Follow 
the common sense rules below to 
reduce the risk of an accident: 
• Always treat an air weapon as though 
it were loaded. 
• Only point an air weapon in a safe 
direction, preferably at the ground, 
and never at another person. 
• Never load an air weapon until you 
are ready to fire it. 
• Never fire an air weapon unless you 
are certain that the shot will be safe. 
This means checking that there is 
nothing and no one nearby who 
might be endangered and ensuring 
that there is a suitable backstop or 
pellet catcher to prevent ricochets. 
• Never rely on a safety catch to make 
an air weapon safe: such devices can 
fail. 
• Never put a loaded air weapon down. 
Always safely discharge or unload 
and uncock it first. 
• Cover air weapons when you 
transport them, e.g. in a gun slip. 
• Never store a loaded air weapon. 
• Air weapons should be stored out of 
sight and separately from pellets. 
• Air weapons should be stored inside 
a house rather than in an 
outbuilding, such as a garden shed. 
• Consider ways of rendering a stored 
air weapon incapable of being fired. 

The information on this leaflet was drawn from the Air weapons: A brief guide to safety, published 
by Home Office in April 2023.
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